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Model

•Only migrants with spouses and known life expectancy.

•The case of host reunion
𝐴𝑟𝑔𝑀𝑎𝑥𝐶,𝜏 𝑉 𝑢 ෦𝑐1𝑡, 𝑐1𝑠 , 𝑢 ෦𝑐2𝑡, ෦𝑐2𝑠 𝑠. 𝑡. 𝐵𝑢𝑑𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐶𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑡𝑟𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡

•The case of source reunion
𝐴𝑟𝑔𝑀𝑎𝑥𝐶,𝜏 𝑉 𝑢 ෦𝑐1𝑡, 𝑐1𝑠 , 𝑢 𝑐2𝑡, 𝑐2𝑠 𝑠. 𝑡. 𝐵𝑢𝑑𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐶𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑡𝑟𝑎𝑖𝑛𝑡

•Compare the value functions in the two scenarii (use calibration)
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I use MAFE because it has: 
• Permanent migration
• Return migration
• Simultaneous and sequential

migration
• Time of separation
The data covers
• People’s lives until 2009
• Host country with similar

legal frames

MAFE data
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This paper aims to analyze family reunification behavior of migrants whose
spouses are still in the source country. Does s/he reunify? Where? When?
It is based on a simple model of a utility-maximizing behavior of a
representative household composed of two spouses. An illustration of
South to North migration using MAFE database is provided with the use of
survival analyses methods to test the timing of reunification.

Abstract & Illustration

•First insights of sequential family migration

•The choice of the reunifying country is in line with 
economic aspects.

•Look at the timing of reunification in

•The case of host reunion

•The case of source reunion

Idea 

• Use survival analysis
• Since the data are censored:

• To compute competitive risks (I use the Cox and the 
sub-hazard ratio models)
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Results

Conclusion

•Sequential migration: introduce a time 
component in the family migration

•Return migration versus permanent migration

•Key channel of migration
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